








































































































































































































































































































































Vale Osborne House 

it was the hilton for paupers 
the rich in soul 
in everything but money 
before money 
money for drugs 
the idea of purpose 
the anarchy 
beggars, poets, prostitutes, pushers 
all in at osborne house 
seventy rooms of three floors 
xanadu perhaps 
next to St. Vincents 
how apt 
how complete 
how poesy 
how real 
how unreal 
the passing 
of an age 
decadence was the thing 
honourable 
allowed to exist 
freedom to be 
democracy 
if you come from the country 
to the city 
all your friends' 
and relatives' fears 
of metropolis 
were in osborne house 



montsalvat for drunkards 
sheer humanity 
fuelled by a 24 hour hotel 
next door 
amongst many 
oh osborne 
with your bluff and swagger 
your vast victorian multi-story frontage 
looked out over the exhibition gardens 
how apt 
how absurd 
how real 
vale osborne house 
vale the times 
must close 
the decadence and beauty 
as one and the same 
must be separated 
out of fear 
in democracy 
law and order 
the drugs and drink 
the state said 
it must close 
vale osborne house 
vale. 



For Rex 

the trails 
the lanes and paths 
the inner suburban 
man 
he grew there 
in the channels 
of talk 
face to face 
he drew there 
the humane nut 
the kernel 
of grain 
he tapped it 
rex 
as a lowly 
worker 
in a rubber 
plantation 
the pay 
the conditions 
the artist 
the idealism 
the truth 
the alcohol 
the art 
the arthritis 
dawn and sunset 
night 
the passing 
life. 



F o r R e x 

you lie/ close t 0 d e a t h 
breathi/ ng s h a 1 1 0 w 1 y 
intensi/ ve C a r e w a r d 
stvince/ nts h 0 s p t a 1 
tubesan/ d p 1 a s t C 

bottles/ 
heartmo/ nit 0 r f a s h 
ng and b/ eepmg 
two tiny/ a u t u m n 1 e a V e s 
tuckedb/ etw e e n y 0 u r f n gers 
placed t/ h e r e b y a p 0 e t 
in casey/ 0 u C a n f e e t h e m  
i n  yourc/ 0 m a 
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